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NARRATIVE 

9: TE OF THE 
Impriſonment and Tryal of Mr. David Lewis, 
| Prieſt of the Society of Feſws. = 


Written by himſelf. 
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| At the Aﬀſizes held at Monmouth March 28. 1679: 


To which is annexed 


His laſt SP E E CH at the Place of Execution, 
Anguſt 27. 1679. 


Fter my full thirty years pcor miſſioriary Labours in South-Iales, on 
Sunday morning, a little before day, being the 17th of November 1678. 
I was taken by fix. Armed Men, ſent by Mr. John Arnold, and Mr. 
| Charles Price, till then two my very good Friends and Acquaintance, 
I was taken in a little Houſe, in the Pariſh: of St. Michael-Lantarnam, in the Coun- 
ty of Monmouth. From thence by the. Soldiers, together with what Church-ſtuff 
of mine they there found, carried I was. to the Houſe of Mr. Charles Price in 
Llanffoyſt, where 1 found Mir. Thomas Lewis of St. Peere, Mr.: Fohn Arnold, and Mr. 
Charles Price himſelf, who, about two of. the Clock in the Afternoon, with their 
Servants, to the number of a Dozen Horſe, all Armed, conducted me to the Gol- 
den-Lyon in Abergavenny; at the entring whereof, ſome meeting Mr. Arnold, ſaluted 
him, and Joudly ſaid, Good News, Good : News, Conters the..pretended Arch- 
Biſhop of Canterbury is taken in Trelands! and we, ſaid: Mr. Arnold, have taken the 
pretended Biſhop of Llandaff's together with them I went up to. a Chamber, a 
Guard being put upan.the Door, immediately they ſent. for Mr. William Fones, Re- 
corder of the Town, and Juſtice of Peace, ro affilt with the reſt, at my Examina- 
tion and Commitment 3 Mr. Price telling: me, I was not to be gny own Accuſer, 
Mr. Arnold called for one William Fames, ( one who had been my Servant four years, 
and then there preſent ) who upon Oath depoſed, That he had ſeen me at Maſs at 
leaſt twenty times, whereupon my Commitment was drawn and figned'by Mr: 
Thomas Lewis, Mr. Charles Price, and Mr. William Fones, and Committed. Here 
Mr. Thomas Lewis ask'd- me, upon my Word, Had I any hand in the: late 'Horrid 
Plot ? I anſwered, upon. my Word, and'if .he pleas'd, upon my. Oath, I had none 3 
whereupon Mr. Arnold ſaid, That with us it was no Oathto ſwear on their Bibles 3 
and I deſir'd him to pick and chooſe his Bible, I was ready to ſwear. = 
. Being Committed, after Supper . it was propoſed to.me, by Mr. Lewis of St. 
Peere, Whether that Night there inthe Lyon would lodge under a Guard,or go with 
Mr. Arnold to his Houſe, where Mr. Arnold afſur'd me, I ſhould be moſt civilly en- 
tertain'd 3 1 referred my ſelf unto them, Why, then ſaid Mr. Lewis of St. Peere, by 
conlent, Mr. Arnold, let my Name-ſake be your Gueſt this night 3 content faid All; 
About ten at night, with Mr. Arnold and his Armed Servants, out of the Lyon F 
went to take Horſe in the Street, where, being RR a Multicudeof People, 


out 
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out of curioſity, ecxpe&ted to ſee me. Ar Mr. Arnolds HouſeI arrived between e- | 


lJeven and twelve of the Clock at night,. where ſoon after I was conducted to my 
Chamber, in which two Servants, irovg” Men, lay alſo on a Pallat all night to (e- 
cure me: Next Morning, tiling about ſeven, my Mortings Draught was brought 
me : Immediately follow'd Mr. Arno/d hitnſclf, and kindly ask'd me, how I reticd 
that night 3 after three or four Turns about the Chamber, and my thanks for his 
Favours, he went down, and about half an hour after he ſends up his Man unto 
; ame, and by him delires me to walk down ; down I went, and in the Hall I found 
Mr. Arnold with ſeveral Abergavenny Conſtables , Charging of Guns, There 
walking with him, he would have invited me to the next Room, there to ſhew 
me his Baby, as he called it, which. was a Ridiculous Figure of the Pope; I well 
underſtanding his meaning, waved the Diſcourſe, and fairly took my leave; to 
Horſe 1 went, Mr. Arnold accompanying me, with the Armed Conſtables 3 but 
when to my Horſe I came, I perceived an Armed Soldier, called Kirby; ( who three 
Months after murdered his own -Father ) at length holding my Horſe by a long 
Leather Slip, as one who on foot was to lead my Horſe all alony to Monmonth, and 
I in that Poſture to ride thereon 3 thar troubling me, I took Mr. Arnold afide, and 
craved the favour the Slip might be taken away, as too ignominious, and that a 
Conſtable ſhould only ride behind me, the reft of the Conſtables walking a foot a- 
bout me, and this was granted 3 but no fooner I was gone out of Mr. Arno/ds fight, 
when he ſends his Servant tocharge the Chief Conſtable to put the Leather Slip un- 
to my Horſes head again, and lead me as firſt intended, with ſtrict Charge to be 
carcful of me, as one charged with High Treaſon, though the Conſtable were fo 
kind as not to do it 3 thus guarded, I came to Memonth Prifon, where a Friend 
had provided for me a good lower Room, at 14 s. a week, for Chamber, Bed, 
Linnen, Fire, Candle, Attendance 3 a high Rate, yet I was conſtrained thereto, o- 
therwiſe I muſt have lain in the Common Room, amongſt the Common Priſoners ; 
Here it is obſervable, how that the Goaler, that very firſt night fhewed mea Letter, 
that very ſame day dated from Mr. Arnold to him, wherein he charged the Goaler 
© havea ſevere Eye over me, and to keep conſtant ſtrong Guards about the Priſon, 
foto ſecure me as one of High Treaſon Guilt z though tne very ſame Morning Mr. 
Arnold told me, as I was coming out of the Houſe, That if Mr. Sadler, that is, 
the Goaler, did ſhew me any uncvility, 'or ſeverity, I ſhould write two Lines unto 
him, and he would take an order with Sadler : However, all the two Months that TI 
remained in Monmoxth Priſon, that is, from the 18th of November 1678, to the 13th 
of 7a 1675, in my Room I was kept clofe Priſoner, lock'd up at night, and 
barrd up by day, though indeed Friends by day had acceſs unto me with an Under- 
Keepers leave. 

During this my reſtraint at Monmouth, theſe Paſſages were not irremarkabſe3 
ſoon after my Impriſonment there, a ſtrong Rumor was ſpread over ſeveral Coun+ 
ties, with much noiſe, That I had broke Priſon, and eſcaped 3 whereas I had not 
{ct foot over the Threſhold of my Chamber all the time I was there, until my Re- 
moval to Vrke, as the Goaler himſelf afterwards fully teſtified. 

The like Rumor was as ſtrongly ſpread, That there I had poiſoned the Goaler, 
and this thus occaſioned 3 He coming to my Chamber once late, and full of Drink, 
needs he muſt drink a Glaſs of Ale with me. I ſoon perceiving him far gone in 
Drink, and he Gill preffing me, why then, faid I, you ſhall drink of my Drink, 
and fo I filled a Glaſs of excellent Surfeit Water, which I'had by me, mix'd with 
2 little Brandy, 1 drank firſt, he pledg'd me 3 and this I did with an honeſt Int@ti- 
on to heal his Swefeit of Ale; he then liking the Liquor, needs would have more, 
but I carneftly defiring himto go to his Reſt, out he went, and meeting his Wife, he 
told her that I had given him his Doſe, that he found himſelf to ſwell, that his But- 
tons did fly, which ſhe ſoon with loud cry Bruited abroad 3 whereas it was my Sur 
feit Water indeed which happily wrought with him, to the cleaning of his over- 
charged Stomack, elſe more perhaps his plentiful Ale had choaked him in Bed that 
night 3 and thus did I poiſon my Goalcr, a Story which quickly overran five or ſtx 
Counties, and took flight to London it ſelf; Withal I add this other obſervation, 
That on S»nday Morning in Chriſtmas Week two Magiſtrates came to me unexped- 
edly to my Chamber in Monmoxth Priſon, who civily told me their buſineſs chus, 


That one Bedloe had inform'd the King and Council, how Mr. Charles Price _ a 
cp 


v; —_— 


Loews. Tryatl "Speech 165; 


— 
* I OT OT EY ON EIDOS 


w— 


ED 
deep hand in the late Plot, arid that I had told Bedloe ſo mych, meaning Mr. Charles 
Price, Servant to the Lord Marqueſs of Worceſter 3 they defired my Anſwer hereun- 
to, - and I deſircd my Oath, and upon Oath, and under my hand I gave it, that to 
my knowledge I never ſaw Bedloe, } never ſpake with him, I never had any corre- 
{pondence with him dircQy or indirectly 3 1 further depoſed, that I never heard, 


hever knew any thing of the Plot, till common fame had ſpread it over the Countrey : 


Theſe Depoſitions of mine were fent up to London, Incver heard more of it fince. 

Oar new High-Sheriff was pleaſed to remove the Goal from Monmouth to Urke, 
where, upon the 13th of January, together with the Deputy-Sheriff, and Head- 
Goaler, I rid from Meanmouth to Uske, and it ſnowing that day hard, in the way 
we alighted at Raglan, to warm and retreſh our ſelves; whiles there I was, a Mef- 
ſenger comes to the Door, and defires ro-ſpeak with me, his buſineſs was, That 
a very good Friend of mine, one Mr. Ignatius alias Walter Price, lay a dying about 
half a mile off thence, having undergone much hardſhip of hunger and of cold, by 
flying from Barn to Barn, from Cottage to Cottage, becauſe furiouſly ſearched after 
as a Popith Priſt, and that by his own Kinſman he now dying; detcd to ſee me ; 
but I being then in no capacity to perform that friendly Office, becauſe under the 
actual Cutiody of Officers, I only ſent him my moſt true and beſt Withes for his 
Souls happy Paſſage out of this turbulent World, to an Eternity of Reſt 3 and on 
I went with my Keepers to my new Priſon of UVske, where three days after I recei- 
ved the news of his Bleſſed Death, and next days decent Burial at Ragland: Four 
days after that followed a Meſſage again, That Kinſman pretending not to believe the 
Popiſh Prieſt really dead, he cauſed the Grave to be opened, and the Shroud to be 
ſlit from Head to Navil, and with others viewing the Face, he found he was the 
Man, and truly dead 3 whereas, I am credibly inform'd, the covetous Catchpole 
His principal aim was in this Inhumane Action, to find a large Golden Croſs, which 
he was falſely told, had been buried with the Body, and laid on the Dead Mans 
Breaſt 3 but finding no ſuch thing, and fo diſappointed of his prey, he cauſed the 
Grave to be filled up again, and departed: Being come to Vrke, there I found ſeve- 
xal Catholicks in Priſon, for reſuling the Oath of Allegiance, not but they were 
ready to ſwear faithful Allegiance to the King, yet that Oath they refuſed, becauſe 
inſtructed they were, that it contained ſeveral other Points, which no ſound Ca- 
tholick could with ſafety of Conſcience take. In UVske I remained Priſoner till the 
great Aſſizes, which was to begin the 28th of March at Monmonth, 
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HE 28th of. Mzrch 1679. the Afſizes began at Monmonth, Sir Robert Atkins 
being ſole Judge, a Grand-Jury of Gentlemen was Returned by the Sheriff, 

and called, againtt ſeveral of whom Mr. Arnold and Mr. Price excepted, and ſo put 
by, as ſuch they conceived might befriend me, a Challengenot known. before 3 for 
in the Caſe between the Marqueſs of Worceſter, 'and the Tenants of Wentwood, upon 
a Riot, Henry Williams Eſqz and others, would have excepted againſt ſome of that 
Grand-Jury, the ſame Judge Atkins then poſitively ſaid, It was ridiculous, and not 
uſual to Challenge out of a Grand- Jury ; at laſta Jury was ſworn, and anIndict- 
ment drawn up againſt me upon the Statute of the 27th Eliz. and preferred to the 
Grand-Jury. That Evening, being Friday, I was Artaigned upon that Bill, to 
which I pleaded, Not Guilty the next day, about ten of the Clock in the Morning, 
the Judge came from the Nift prius fide,and fate at the Crown fidezand I at the ſame 
time being brought tothe. Bar, the Crier made Proclamation for ſilence, that a 
Jury for Life and Death might beImpanelled, and I made my Challenges preſent- 
ly a Jury from the other Bar was called, which was not uſual, and I to Challenge, 
the Wh telling me, I might Challenge without hinderance 3 by gueſs I Challeng- 
ed three; but out of that Nifi prize Jury called to the Crown Bar, and that by Mr. 
Arnold's own ſuggeftion, who had a firong Influence upon the Judge, as being his 
Kinſman; and fitting at. his Right Hand, divers were excepted by Mr. Arnold 3 
whereupon, to make up the Jury, —_ commanded the High-Sheriff to call 
ſome, and he called many, and of thoſe till Mr. Arnold excepted, as either being 
of my Neighbourhood, ot Acquaintance, for there being -many-in ans. 6 
tne 
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the Sheriff ſecing ſo many of his calling excepted, he defired Mr. Ammold himſelf 
{ſhould call whom he pleaſed 3 whereat the Judge checked the Sheriff, and ſaid he 
was ſawcy : At Jaſty with much difhculty, a | By was Impaneclled, a Jury now 
contriv'd of none but ſuch as pleaſed Mr. Arnold, principal Profecytor againſt mez 
which was very hard, and an ignorant Jury it was withal : The Jury being Im- 
panelled, it was ſworn, the Indictment read, and Witnefles called ; Thus. 

Clark of the Aſſizes. David Lewis, hold up thy Hand. 

Here thou ttandeft Indicted of High Treaſon by the Name of David Lewjs, for 
that thou, being a Natural Subject of the King of England, haft paſt beyond 
the Seas, and haſt taken Orders from the Church and See of Rome, and haſt re- 
turned back again into England, and continued upwards of forty days, contrary to 
the Statute 27 Eliz. in that Caſe made and provided, which by the ſaid Statute 
is Mgt Treaſon. What haſt thou to ſay for bo. {elf, art thou Guilty, or not 
Guilty ? 

Priſoner, Not Guilty. 

Clark. By whom wilt thou be Try'd ? 

Priſoner. By God and my Country. 

Clark, God fend thee a Good Deliverance. 

Clark, Cryer, call William Price, Dorothy Fames, Maney Trott, John James, Ka- 
tharine Thomas ;, he calls them, and they all appear then ſays the Clark to the 
Cryecr, Swear them, and he {ware them all. 

Tudge. William Pilee, look on the Priſoner, do you know him ? 

Price, Yes, my Lord, I do know him. - 

Fudge. What have you to ſay of him ? 


Price. My Lord, about a yearand a half agol ſaw him at Mrs, Bartlets Houſe, at . 


a Place called Caſtle-Morton i in Yorceſter-ſhire, and thereI heard him read Maſs, I was 
at Contchon with him, and I received the Sacrament from him according to that 
Way. 

Fudge, W as there any Altar, or any Crucihxes, or Coapes ? 

Price. Yes, my Lord, that there were. | 

Judge. How many times did you ſee him: ? 

Price, But that once my Lord. ... 

Frdge, Were you of: that Way then ? 

Price, Yes, may Lord, upwards of cighteen years. 

Fudge. What are you now ? 

Price. A Proteſtant my Lord. 

Judge. Well Mr. Lewis, what have you to (ay to this ? 

Priſoner. With your Lordfhips leave I will anſwer all together. 

Judge; Very good, you" dowell, it will be ſo much the ſhorter. _—P Fames, 
look on the Priſoner, do you know him 2. 

Dorothy. Yes my Lord, . 

Fudge, What have you to ſay of him 2: 

Dorothy, My Lord, I ſaw him ſay Maſs, take Confeſh ions, give the Sacrament, 
Marry, Chriſten, and heard him Preach-in the Engliſh and Welch, 

Fudge, Were there Altar and Crucihxes? 

Dorothy, Yes, my Lord, Altars, Crucitixes, Chalices, and {uch other things be- 
longing to that Way. 

Arnold.” Did you ſee him give that they call Extream Un&tion ? 

Dorothy. Yes, that I did, to my Uncle, my Fathers Brother. 

Fudge, Do you know what Extream Union is ?. © 
_ Dorothy, Yes that I. doy'it is anneinting fick People with Oyl, when they are 
dying. - 

Fudge. It's right, that 5 another Sacrament of their Church, grounding them- 
ſelves upon theſe words of St. Paul, asT takeit, If anybe ſick, among you; let _— 
ennointed : But that was in times of Miracles only. 

Arnold, Did he take upon him to free Souls from Purgatory ? ? 

Dorothy. Yes that he did, and he had' of me cight Pounds in i an one 
piece of Gold, to free my Father's Sov]. | 

Priſoners, God is my Witneſs, to my beſt knowledge I never had one ſingle you 
of any Money from her or her Husband, upon any Account whatſoever. Jud 
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Fudge. Have you any more to ſay ? | 

Dorotby.. No my Lord, and with that ſhe laughed at the IO 

Fudge, How now Woman, do you makea Laughing Game of it? carry your 
{elt more modeſt, for the Centleman is for his Lite, and it is: no jeſting matter. 
Well Wiliam Famer, look upun the Priſoner, do you know' the Priſoner, and what: 
have you to ſay of him ? 

Wiliam James, Yes, my Lord, I do know him, and I have ſeen him read, Maſs 
many times, and take Confeiſions, and On the — and Cluny .znd 
Marr 

Judge. Have you any more to ſay ? 

William James. No my Lord. 

Fudge. Mr. Trot, what have you to fay af the Prifonce, did you ever had him 
read Maſs, was he reputed commonly a Jeſaite,' or Popiſh Prieſt ? 

Trot. Yes, my Lord, he was commonly: reputed fo, and I heard him often read 
Maſs and I ſaw him marry Mr. Gunters Daughter to Mr. Body. 

| Fudge. Were youthen of that Religion: ? -- 

Trot. My Lord, I was deluded by my Wife out of the Proteſtant Religion, and 
was a Papilt during her life time. 

: Fudge. Are you of that Religion ill ? 

Trot. No.my. Lord, when 1 ſaw their wicked Deſi ;Igns to kill my Gracious King, 
E abhor'a their Traiterous Proceedings, and left them, — am now a Proteſtant, 
in which I ſhall continue. ES 

. Judge. You do well. 

\ Arnold. My Lord, there is Mr. Roger Sayer, a very material Witnebs 
Fudge. Cryer, {wear him, Mr. Sayes, what have you to fay againſi the Priſoner ? 
Sayes. My Lord, I was imployed with others on the 16th, of November laſt to go 


_ and ſearch, for bim, and we found him, and tpok, him, with everal ho —_ 


which we carried away, Cc. 

Fudge. Did you ſee him at Maſs ? 

Sayes. No, my Lord. 

Fudge. Then fit down. What have you to: fo Foby ; ly ? What arc you 
dead, orafraid to be whipt ? look upon me, .and fpcak our. + 

Fobn James. 'He married me and my, Wife, |, 0? af 

Fudge. Is that all you know? 'did you ſee him at Maſs? > ws? 

obn James. 1 know no more. 

Judge, Katharine Thomas, did yuN ſee him at Maſs ? why do you not Cour Woe 

man? ſpeak. Woman. -- ,.. 

Kath. Thomas. Yes. 1 have no more to fay, do what you pleaſe with me: 

Arnold. My Lord, there is one Cornelius. in Court, I ſec him, who was Clark. 

Fudge, Cryer, call him, ſwear him. Well Cornelius, did you ever ſeethe Prifo- 
ner at Maſs ? 

Cornelius. 1 am an Ignorant Fellow, I know not what Maſs i is ? 

Wiliam James. My Lord, he was his Clark ? | | 

Cornelius, No, I was his Servant. . - 

Fudge. Well, fit down. Mr. Lewis, now what have y you to ſay to all theſe Wit- 
neſſes tor your ſelf? 

Priſoner. My Lord, my Indictment Was , "That being a Natural Subje&t of the 
King of England, I was otdained beyond. the Seas by a Juriſdicion derived from 
the See of Rowe, and returned back again.inta Exgland,: 8c. contrary to the Statute 
in that Caſe' made and provided, 27 Eliz, Under your Lordſhips favour, 1 con- 
ceive that there has not been here any one. Witneſs, who hath proved the Indi- 
ment, or any part thereof. 

Fudge. What then? Do you expect that we ſhould ſearch the Records at: Rome, 
or ſhould bring perſons to prove that they .ſaw you ordained there ? No Sir, it is 
enough that you have exerciſed the FunGtion of a Prieſt in Coapes and Veſiments, 
uſed in your Church, and that you have read Maſs, taken Confetlions, given Abſo- 
Jutions, Married, and Chriſtened z if all this willnot make-you a Prieſt, what will ? 
I have tryed ſeveral Popiſh Prieſts, but never met with ſo fulla Proof, as this now. 

Priſozer, All theſe things ſuppoſed proved, will not make me a Prieſt, unleſs 
FR to be performed by me as one ordained _ the. Seas, by the Juxildietion 

cri» 
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derived from the Sce of Rome z for the very Miniſtry of the Church of E:gland take 
ſpecial Confcitions, and give: fortzat Abſolutions; many, ii Cafe ot neccflity, 
Cheiſten,' though no Prieſts, and htely'the Country knows it ; one, no Popith 
Prief; foleinnly married 'a'Couple, neicher can one prove to have feen me read 
Maſs, umlefs it be proved' teſt, That Þ was ordained:beyond the Seas by a Furifdi- 
= derived from the See of Rome z for no ſuch Ordination, no Prieſt; and no Prieſt, 
dc: 3-7 4; 7 | » IM: 
ah ryremngrng Witneffes, by ſaying it cannot be proved you were 
ordained beyond the Seas, by a Juriſdiction derived from the See of Rome, is ag 
much, as that ſaying Bellarmine thou lyeftt, © oo nn #8 | 

Priſoner. My Lord, were it _ that I read Maſs;'that werenot Treaſon in me, 


o 


for 1a inform'd,thatie were but the Feefeiture of 200-Marks by a Statute of 2 3 El. 
Fudge. "Tis true; who: hears Maſs: forfedics ane hundred Marks, Bat he that nſes 16 
read 4; comms Trealon + But theſe are: the Tricks of you all, yet all will not do; 
have you any thing efſteb-fdy 2: 7236 W 

* Priſoner, With your Lond({hips leave, now I deſire to ſpeak fomething-tathe Evi- 
dencecof every pattieutarWitneſs.: '” - | | 


Fudge. Speak then, HEY 3 
Priſoner. My Lord, as to the firſt Witneſs, Price : : As I hope to be faved, to the 


beſt ety memory, 1 never faw him, 4il! this very day, before. I mever knew or 
heard before now, of ithat: Mrs. Barrler. or of that Place Caftle-morton; I never was in 
that Place all my life-time 3 nay, I never was in Worcefter-fhire, or wany Houſe in 
In orcefter-ſhire, but twice, the laſt time whereof was about hve years ago 3 and thac 
was but at my Inn ir Wareeftes Town, where, with's Servant, I alighted, beſpoke 
iny Supper, went tothe Coffec-houſe;- drank two diſhes of Coffec,: read the Gazer, 
returned to my Irm again, ſupped, -werit 'to bed, next moming bought ſome few 
Books at-the Stationers; - dined, 'took: Horſe; returned home agains This is all the 
being I ever was in Worceſter-(bire. | L JET 

Fudge, Look upon him, do you know him? 

Price. Yes, my Lord, he is the Man. | | 
| Fudge, Have youturly ove © ſay ? owe jo Of rec at 

Priſoner. . Yes, my Lord;” Mr. Tri# was rriarried to a Kinfwoman of- mine, and 
ſhe was a conſiderable Fortune to him;- which he having fpent very idlely, and ſhe 
dying, he went to Londo#,” where finding; anTmployment at Court,- and there ha- 
ving done ſome unhandſome things, he was baniſhed the Court, and now lives 1 
eahe Charity of Gentlemen and Friends for his Bread 3 fo that with pood reaſon 
it may be believed it is rather Poverty and hope of Gain, than any thing cle, that 
brings him here toaceuſe te. 02 one * 

 Andge.' Panpertas-44 Turpia Cogit, * Little Gentleman, what can you ſay to this ? 

Trot, My Lord, I was 'over with the - King, and He commanded me to attend 
Him at Whitehall on his Reſtauration, where I came when I returned, and I was 
received into His Service, but was never baniſhed the Court, only I came away up- 
on diſcontent, and till I way go there when 1 pleafe : My Lord, -I am defirous to 
do my King and Country good Service, but I am indanger of my lite among(t them, 

\ Fudge. I Mr. Trot, have a care of your ſelf, yo do well. Mr, Lewis, have you 
any tore to ſay for your {elf 7 oP | | 
- Prifomer: My Lord, Dorothy James, and William James her Husband, their Evidence 
is grotmded upon plain malice, and that malice thus grounded 3 They pretending I 
owed them Money, they fued me in Chancery 3- but after 2 conſiderable Charge at 
Law; fmding themſelves not like foto prevail, then they - fell to threatning me, 
that they , would have me in hand, that they would make me repent, that ſhe 
would never give over to po_m—_ againſt me, till ſhe' had waſhed het hands in my 
Hearts Blood, and made Portage of my Head, 

Fs . Can you prove that ? 
| Sever. Yes my # ord, that I can. 
by e. 'Call your Witnefſes then. - © YL, | 
Priſoner, Cryer, call Richard Foner, Anne William, Anne James, and Katharine 
Cornelis.” © FEET, go ITO Le! E® 

Fatdge, What can you fay Richard Joret 2 -- + ; v2 

1 cL Richard 
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Richard Jones, 1 heatd William James (ay, he would make Mr, Lewy repent. 

Fudge. Anne William, what canyou fay ? | | 

Anne William. 1 heard from ſeveral Perſons, that Dowthy James ſaid to ſeveral 
Perſons in and about Carlion, that ſhe would waſh her hands in Mr, Lewis his Blood, 
and that ſhe would have his Head to make Pottage of, as of a Sheeps head. 

Kath. Cornelis. My Lord, and I heard the ſame. 

Fudge. Anne James. what can you (ay? 

Anne James. | heard Dorothy Fames (wear that ſhe would waſh her hands in Mr. 
Lewis's Hearts Blood. 

Fudge. Where did you hear her ſay fo ? 

Anne Fanes, 1 heard her fay fo in her own Houſe, at the fire fide, when I lived 
with her. ET | - 

Fudge. Well Mr. Lewis, all this will not do, all will not excuſe you from being 
a Prief, or were yon a Hypocrite ? "x: 

Priſoner. My Lord, Tama Native of this Country. 

Fudge. What, of this Country ? | | : 

Priſoner, Yes, my Lord, of this Country, and thoſe years I lived in this Country, 
I lived with the reputation of an honett Man among all honeſt Gentlemen and 
Neighbours. 

udge. Well, Mr. Lewis, have you any more to ſay ? Rn 

Priſoner, My Loxd, Mr. Sayes was one ſworn Witneſs againſt me, I defire to ask 
him one Queſtion. 

Fudge. Do lo. 

Priſoner, Mr, Sayes, when you took me, was there a Juſtice of Peace with youat 
taking of me ? 

Sayes, No. 

Priſoner. My Lord, with this opportunity I humbly beg leave to clear my ſelf 
from a foul Aſperfion, wherewith 1 am callumniated over the whole Nation in a 
Printed Pamphlet, which Pamphlet I can here producez and w herein there is not 
one Line of Truth. For it ſays at the end of it, that I was taken by -a Juſtice of 
Peace, and others in a Place cunningly contriv'd under a Clay Floor, which Mr. Sayes 
knows to be untrue 3 and whereas italleadges,. That I cheated a poor woman of thir- 
ty Pounds, toredeem her Fathers Soul out of Purgatory, the Pamphlet names neither 
the Woman, nor her Husband,nor her Father,nor the place nor time,when nor where. 

age. Does it not ? | | —% 

Priſoner. No my Lord, fo that the whole Pamphlet is one entire Lye, deviſed by 


Come fooliſhmalice. 


Fudge. Mr. Lew, T, for my part, do not believe it to be true have you any 
more to ſay ? 
Priſoner. No more my Lord, 

#dge. Then withdraw and repoſe 3 Gentlemen of the Jury here he ſtands In- 
dicted, &c. (and ſum'd up the whole Evidence ) if you believe what the Witne(- 
ſes ſwore, you muſt find the Priſoner guilty of High Treaſon, you have heard what 
was proved againſt him; therefore go together. | 

Priſoner. My Lord, before the Jury go, I deſire to ſpeak ſomething, which now 
occurs unto me, and is material againlt the Evidence of Price. 
Judge Jury ſtay. ; 

riſoner. This very morning that Price came to my Chamber with the Goaler, ic 

ſeems it was to view me 3 he took a Turn about the Room, all the time eying me 3 


at his going out he was ask'd.by the Goaler, whether I was the Man he meant, and 


he anſwered, if I was he, I was much changed, and if I was he, I had black ſhort 
—_— hs 
e. Can you prove that ? 
wn an Yes my Lord. 
Judge. Where are your Witneſſes? 
riſoner. Cryer, call Elizabeth Jones and Charles Edwards. 
e. Woman, what can you ſay to this ? 
Eliz. Jones. = Lord, Price this morning, after he had viewed the Gentleman in 
his Chamber, as he was going out he ſaid, If he be the Man, he is much changed, 
and hath black curled ſhort hair, which is nor ſo. 


Fudge. 
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Tal Chet: Fdwi#r, what car ray ART bee ET dt 

Edwards, I heard Price ſay the ſame words | tant | AY gs YEA a ny 
wdge.. Where is Prite, Cryer, calf him 3 bur-he was'not to 4s ford), bein ng. 

gone out of the Hall J '( this was the trick of Coleman; to alperſe the Witneffes. 


Here the ors went ont, and immediately returned again.” 


* Clark.” Are you agreed of your Verdict ? 
wry. Yes. 
Clark, Who ſhall ſpeak for you ? 
. Foreman. 
Clerk, David Lewis, hold Pp thy | hand, do you find the Priſoner Guilty, or r:not” 
Guilty? ' 
Jy. Guilty. 
e, Have you any more to fay ? 
Priſoner. No more my Lord. 
Clark, David Lewy, hold 'up thy hand. | 
-* Fudge.” Give me my Cap, Dgvid Lewis, thou ſhale be led from this Plics | to the 
Place from whence thou cameſi, ſo the Lord have mercy on thy Soul. - ** 
Priſoner, I | made a low Bow to the Judge, and the Court aroſe. 
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Mr. David Lew, Prieſt of the Society of Feſws, 
| who was Executed as a Prieſt only, at Oske in 
Monmouth-ſbire,, on the. 27th day of Anguft, 
If ' Anno Domint 1679, S 
An FP 
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k 
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H+* is 4 numerous Aſſembly, 1 [cexthe Great Saviour of the World : 


fave every Soul of you all ; Thelieve you are here met not only to 

. ſee a Fellow-native- die , 'but alſo with expettation to hear a 

ajing Fellow=Native ſpeak. . ' If. you expetted it not, at leaſt I 

intended it,  T hope the favour will wot be denied me, it being a favour (0 
freely granted to ſeveral late dying perſons in London it ſelf; I ſhall en- 
deavour to. ſpeak, inoffenſively; I hope the ſame favour.will not be denied me. 


| ' Let none of you ſuffer as a Murderer or a Thief, but if as a Chri- 

j | ſtian, let him not be aſhamed; Sz. Perers words iz his x. Ep. Chap. 4. Ver. 

| I5, 16. I hope by Gods Holy Spirit now whiſpered to my'memory, and that 

Tip to my abundant Conſolation ; for I ſuffer not as a Murderer, Thief, or ſuch 

"tag like Malefattor, but as a Chriſtian, and therefore am not aſhamed. | 

| ' Taiſtinguiſh two ferir'a Life on Earth, Life-moral, and Life-natural ; 

Life-moral is that by which we live with good Repute in the Eſteem of other 

| Men of Integrity ; Life-natural is that by which we breath ; in the firſt 
fort or kind,1thank God T have ſuffered lately, and exceedingly when malici- 

j ouſly, falſely, and moſt injuriouſly, I was branded for a publick Cheat, in via. Epilogue 
Pamphlet, in Ballad, on Stage, and that in the Head City of the Kjngdom, to Czſar Bor- 
yea and over the whole Nation, to the huge and great detriment of my good Rr - 
Name, which I always was as tender of, as the other am now quitting, Nat. Lee. 

The Pamphletical Story ( believe my dying words ) had no truth init, 

Fi weither to Subſtance nor Circumſtance of the thing, a Story ſo falſe, that I 

could have eaſtly defied the Face that had attempted to juſt ifie it to my Face; 
} fo ſordid a Buſinefs, a Story ſo ridiculous, that I wonder how any ſober Chri- 

[/ ſtian, at leait who knew me, could as much as incline to believe ſo open an 

| | Improbability ; who that Proteſt ant young Man there mention'd was, I know 
not ; who that Popiſh young Woman, who the Father dead a year and a half 
before, what County, what Pariſh, where all tranſafted,I know not, none of all © 
theſe there particularized ; and when in the face of the Country at laſt Lext 
Alſizes, I vindicated my Innocency herein, to the ſatsfattion of the then 

Tudge himſelf, why appeared not there. then ſome one to make good the 

harge, and diſable my Defence ? but none of this offer d, a plain demonſtra- 

tion to all Candid Minds , the whole was a meer fittion of ſome malicious per- 
ſor againſt me : God forgive them or him, 1 heartily do. How forward my 
A Enat a- 


(29 

Endeavours always have been to my power to relieve the Poor, and not di- 
rettly to defrand them, Impartial Neighbours that know me can tell you”? 
beſides this, during my nine months Impriſonment, ſeveral foul and falſe 
Aſperſions were caſt out againſtme, atd thit by thoſe unto whotr, for full 
thirty years, T had been charitably ſerviceable : God forgive them, I hear- 
tily dd; vet nofivitRf anding, all e/E Calummniatich: 37 hope II ill retainthe 
C w—_ of an, Ho /t Man'amozigft Gent lempen LVrth i ik Hos. 
werſed, and with all Neighbours Tf Flonefty, with afd amonY/t mhontTlived. 
And now TI am parting with the other Life by which I breath, behold, that 
within theſe few Moments of Time is to unbreath me ; but why thus fledg*d 
untimely Death of mine? hawo- 


patieuce untt T k-rettjon; nbt Wor any plotting "F offare jor” wil-what 


{ball now. ſay ns to whats Ove hy Witneſs, Ho feat without any; E- 
AS 


quitvocation, Mental Reſerwation, or Palliation of Truth whatſoever. 


' By al that & Sacred it: Heaven and Earth} Thtve folewaly proteſt, that 
1 am as innocent from any Plot whatever ,4500þ His Majefties Perſon or 
Government, 4s the Infant that left the Mothers Womb but yeſterday ; nei- | 
ther did I ever hear or know any thing directly or inatreitly of any ſuch oo 
Plok, HE publick fank bud fprexdbit over the Commrry berwecn Michaelmgs - 
ah)! A1j-Szintts diy ft "Thi if #88, as God (path judge and fave ry Soul ; 
ett Bed was” there af guilt df\nny* fuch bla Orimte found: im me: by My, 
Oates, My. Bedloe; 2. Dugdale,: and Me. Prince, when bythew I was 
feriftly txarhined 0n'thit Point loft May in Newgate; London 5 pay, had: 
Thadtht Ihaft know l&W2e'v2 bane of fach Plot; Ebd'been as t84lowfy nignbl6. | 
i the ifeovery of #45 tay the #oft Loyil Subjet® His Majofty Davb in His: 
three Kjngdoms ; where fore when I am dead and gone, if ſome malevolent. 
toe out 7 loſe «i Lt for Parting, by Clary ftr#ve to difitape Blas of | 
Vis iſabe; do'that\ Right to mij den Apts; OO LEON gu OG | 
I'm#4 never tailght What Dottrine of KR ;zng-killingyfrom my Sont'l eveft and A 
abhoy it as extcrable,; und diretty oppoſite to the Priveiples of ' the*Relygion | 
T profeſs, what that 55 you ſhall know by and by; it beig the poſitive def 
zition of the Comnicel of Conftance, That it is d antrrable for any Subject 
or private perſon, or any Subjetts it Connicel jojtted, t0 murder his or theis | 
Lanful Kjng or Prince, or nſe aky publick or clandeſtine Confpiration ap ainſt- | 
Him, ooh the ſaid King or PH3are were # Turk; Apoſtates Perſecntor, 
yea or a Tyrant in Government: Never tell mt of Clement rhe Mar derey- 
of oy the 3d of France ; never tell me of Ravilliacke, Myuraderer of 
Henry the 4th of France ; they did ſo, but wickedty they did ſo, and for 
it they were puniſhed to ſeverity,as Malefattors,tndl for it to this wy day are 
ſtigmatized by all Roman Catholicks for very . Miſcreants and Villains : I 
hope you will not charge the whole Roman Catholick Body with the Villanjes. 
of foe few Deſperadoes ? by thit Rale all Chriſtianity muſt be anſwerable 
for the Treaſon of Judas ; for my part, I always loved my Kjne, I al- | 
ways honoared His Perfon,and I daily prayed for His Proſperity ; and now, | 
with all unfained Cordiality, I ſay it, God bleſs my Gracions King and 
L awful Prince, Charles the Second, : Kzng : of England, and Price of. 
Wales, God bleſs Him Temporally and Eternally, God preſerve Him from 
all His real Enemies, God dire Him in all His Councils, that may tend. , 
ro the greater Glory of the ſame Great God ; and whatever late Plot hath. 
been, or is, the Father of Lights bring it to light, the Coſptrivers of it, 
and the Afors in it, that ſuch may bebronght to their condion puniſhment, 2 
and Innocence preſerved. | ! A f/ 


But 
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(3) 


But why again this untimely Death? my. Religion is the Roman Catholick 
Religion, in it I havelived above theſe forty years, init I now die, and ſo 
fixedly die, that if afl the good things in this World were offered me to re- 
pounce it, all ſhould not move me one hairs breadth from my Roman Ca- 
tholick Faith, a Roman Catholick I am, a Roman Catholick Prieſt I am, 
4 Roman: Cath?lick . Prieſt of that Religious Order -called. the Society 
of Feſus.] am, and bleſs God who. firſt called me, and 1 bleſs the hour in 
which I was firſt called both anto Faith-and Funttion. © 

.\ Pleaſe.uow to obſerve, I was condemned for reading Maſs, hearing Con- 
fefſrons, Adminiſtring. the Sacraments, Amnnointing. the Sick, Chriſtening, 
Marryingyc Preaching : As for-reading the Maſs, it was the old, and ſtill 
2%, the Arcnſftomed and Eaudable Litirg y- of the Holy Church, and all the 
other Atts, which are Acts of Religion, tending to the Worſbip 7h God; 
and for this" dying, I dye for Religiow : Moreover kaow, that when laſt 
May I was 17 London rader examination CORCEr ming the Plot, a prime 
Examinant told me, That to ſave my Life, and increaſe my Fortunes, [ 
muſt make ſome diſcovery of the Plor, or Conform ; diſcover Plot I could 
zot, for I knew of none:; Conform 1 would not, becauſe it was againſt my 
Conſcience, then by conſequence I muſt dye, and ſo now ajing, I dye for 
Conſcience and Religion. ; and dying upon fuch good - ſcores, as fax 4s hu- 
wane frailty permits, 1 dye with Alacrity Interior and Exterior ; from the 
abundance of the Heart, let not only Mouths, but Faces alſo (peat: | 

Here) methinks I feel| Fleſh und 'Blood-regdy to burſt. into loud Cries, 
Tooth for Tooth, Eye for Eye, Blood for Blood, , Life for Life 5, No, 
eryeth Holy Goſpel, Forgive and -youhall be foxgiven,; Pray for thoſe 
that perſecute yon-; Love your. -Enemies,; .azd {profeſs wa felf a 
Child of the Goſpel, and the Goſpel Tobey. ' oo 
. Whomever, preſent. or. abſent, 1. have ever. offended, iÞ buryhly deſire 


them to forgive me ; as for my Enemies, had T as many Hearts: 4s I have 
Fingers,” with all thoſe 'Hearts wout I'forgive wy Enemies, at leaſt-wiſe 
with all that finete. Heart I: have, 1'freely forgive them all, my Neigh- 
bours that :betrr oy mey' the Perſons that tvok me,. the Fuſtices that Com- 
mitted me, the 1. Stnefſes that proved againſt me, the Jury that. found me, 
the Fudge that Condemned me, and others who. ever, that out of malice or 
zeal, covertly or openly, have been contributive to my Condemnation ; but 
forgularly and eſpecially I' forgive' my Capital. Perſecutor, who hath been w 
long thirſting after my Blood, from noy Soul 1 forgiue him, and wiſh his 
Soul ſo well, that were it in my power, I would ſeat bim a 5 in 
Heaven, and I pray for them in the. Language of Glorious St. Stephen 
the Protomartyr. ; Lon, lay not this ſin unto them ; or better yer, in 
the Style of our Great Maſter Chriſt himſetf,. Father forgive them, they 
know not what they do. EG 0 wars = 

And with Reaſon T love them alſo ; for though they have done them- 
ſelves a vaſt Soul-prejudice, yet they have done me an par 
which I ſhall eternally acknowledge ; but chiefly I love them for his ſake 
ho ſaid, Love your Enemies ; - and in Teſtiznony, of” my Loves 1-wi 
them, and it is the beſt of Wiſhes, from the Center of my Soul, Imiſh 
them a good Eternity : O Eternity ! Eternity ! How momentanean are 
the Glories, Riches, and Pleaſures of this World? .aud how deſirable art 
thou Endleſs Eternity ? '- 

And for my faid Enemies attaining thereunto, T humbly beſeech God 
to give them the Grace of true Repentance before they and this World 


part. 
Next 


(4) 
' Next to my Enemies, give m2 leave to lift up ty Eyes, Hands, and 
Heart to Heaven, - avd 'drop ſome few Words of Advice unto, and for my 
Friends, as well thoſe preferit as abſent. Friexds, Fear God; Honour: 
your King, be * firm in your Faith, avoid Mortal Sin, by frequextins the 
Sacraments of Holy Church, patiently bear your Perſecutions and Afﬀticti- 
ons, Forerve- your "Friemits, your Sufferings are great, I ſay be 'firm in 
. Jour Faith to the endl*yea'even to Death, then (hall you heap upto your 
ſelves Celeſtial Treaſures in the Heavenly Jeruſalem, where 1o' Thief 
Robbeth, no Moth Eateth, -and no Ruſt Conſumeth';- and have that Bleſ- 
fed Saying of the Bleſſed St. Peter, Prince of the Apoſtles, always in"your 
memory; which I heartily-recommend unto you, viz.: Let none of you-fuf- 
fer- as &'Murderer pr Thief, but if as a Chriſtian; let him not'be a- 
ſhamed; but glorihe God in his:Name. > exTuds Nt 
NNow'it is high time T make my Addreſſes to Heaven, and ſupplicate the 
Divine Goodneſs 11 my own behalf, by ſome few ſhort and Cordial Ejacus 
lations of Prayers, + + Me , 


Sovereign Lord God, Eternal Father of Heaven, Creator of all, Con- 
ſerver of all, ſole Author of-Grace and Glory, with proftrate Heart 
I Adore theeand thee only I Adore as God, the Giving of Divine Ho- 
nour to any -Creature of higheſt degree, 1 abhor and deteſt as damna- 
ble Idolatry.. NY OS kl px 

| Imcarnate Son of God, True God, Thou haſt purchaſed a Church 
here upon Earth with thy Sacred Blood, and planted it with thy Sa- 
cred Labaurs, a'Church;- One, Holy, Catholick, aud Apoftolick, a 
Church to continue to-the Conſummation: of the World : Whatever 
that Church of thine hath by Revelation from thee, whatever that 


Church of thine hath taught me, and commanded .me to believe, I 
belive it to'an Jota; a ys on ON 
 \. God:Hbly Ghoſt, whis maketh thy Sun to thine on Good and Bad, 
thy Raintto-fall on the-Juſt and Unjuſt, I praiſe thy»Holy Name, 'and 
thank thee for the-Innumerable Benefits thou haſt Yen; plealed'to be- 


ſftow and confer _ me, thy unworthy Servant, tHerhreeſcore and 
three years I now haye lived on Earth. © | | 


The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, and the Charity of God, and 
the Communication. of the Holy Ghoſt, be with you all, Amer, 
2 Corg 13. Chap. 14. Veyſe. Be OY SAL 24  SIOTe OR OY. SET Gs 
' The Peace of God'that paſſeth aK underſtanding, = your Hearts 
and Minds in the Knowleds e and Lave'of. God, and'of his Son: Jeſus 
Chriſt our -Lord;-and-the- Bleffing--of God Almighty, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, be among you, andremain with you all, and/always, 
Amen. += | DIET Ss | WIN; > | 

O Holy Trinity; three Perſons, and one God,*from the bottom-of my 
Heart, Iam forry that ever I haye offended thee my Good God, 'even 
toan Idle Word ; yet through'the Mercy of thee} my. God, and Merits 
of my Redeemer, I ſtrongly hope for an Eternal Salvation. | 


Sweet Feſns Receive my Soul. 
On OO 22 + And fo was Executed. 
FINI Ss. 
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